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The ICONSAT conference in Chennai was an 
exciting event, bringing together scientists 
working in the fields of nano science and 
technology.  
 
The conference hosted 6 plenary and 32  
invited talks, and 370 contributed papers were 
accepted as posters. The programme was truly 
of an international nature, featuring invited 
speakers from the UK, USA, Japan, Taiwan, 
Brazil, Germany, New Zealand, France, Korea, 
South Africa and Italy as well as from the host 
country. The contributed papers were from all of the five continents. 
 
In the inaugural talk, Prof. C.N.R. Rao, National Research Professor and Honorary 
President, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore, 
stressed the importance of nano-science and technology development in India and 
the world. He also highlighted the new horizons open in the fields of Chemistry, 
Physics, Biotechnology and agriculture thanks to nano-technologies. These aspects 

were further highlighted by the other 
plenary talks. For example, the talk by 
Prof. Mark Welland from the University of 
Cambridge, UK dealt with proteins as 
building blocks of high performance 
nanocomposites, a talk by Prof. Morinobu 
Endo of Shinshu University, Japan was on 
the mass production of carbon nanotubes, 
and the talk given by Prof Paras Prasad of 
SUNY, Buffalo, New York was on the 
development of new generation 
multifunction nanomaterials.  Talks by 
Profs Sood (IIT Bangalore) and Tao 
(Academia Sinica, Taipei) focussed on 

electronic applications – in particular on graphene transistors and organic thin film  
transistors. 
 
The 32 invited lectures can be broadly classified into the following groups; Electronics 
and electrical applications (18), Nanoscale physics and measurement of Physical 
properties (6), and Biomimetics, bio lithography, drug developments by DNA 
modifications (5) 
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The remaining papers focussed on the field of chemistry and nanocomposites. 
 
The contributed papers covered all the above mentioned fields. It’s perhaps a small 
regret that very few papers were on nanomechanical properties. 
The posters were classified into different themes and there were 
grouped presentation of posters according to the themes. A best 
poster award was also instituted. 
 
The organisation of the conference was excellent, as were the 
lecture facilities.  Most talks were given in a big hall with CCTV 
arrangements for people in the back seat to get a clear view of 
the presentations being delivered 60 feet from their seats! 
 
The lunch sessions were in the big lobby with delicious Indian 
food and some less spicy dishes for those non-Indian delegates 
afraid of getting “Delhi belly”. 
 
A scientific exhibition was organized with contributions from 
equipment manufacturers. Lunch and tea breaks gave ample time 
for delegates to interact with the exhibitors in order to find out 
about the latest in nanotechnology based instrumentation. 
 
A cultural program with South Indian classical music was offered to the delegates 
followed by the conference dinner with a well furnished bar. 
 
It was a great event and the author was very happy to have participated in the 
meeting. 
 
 

Professor Narayanaswami Ranganathan is head of the Laboratory of 
Mechanics and Rheology and the CEROC and CERMEL research centres in the 

Université François Rabelais de Tours. He would like to thank Micro Materials Ltd for 
sponsoring his attendance at this conference. 
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